
Name: Brodie, John Toles 
Rank: Air Craftsman 2 
Service Number: R-220579 
 
John Toles Brodie worked as an egg candler for his father Harry Bennett Brodie before joining the 
RCAF in March 1943. He was born 11 Jan 1923 and had completed one year of Commercial at Beal 
Tech in London Ontario. He enjoyed hockey, baseball, tennis and football. He was an excellent wood 
craftsman.  

On the 4th of July 1943, he and two others hitched a ride with a trucker who was hauling a load of 
steel plate. Brodie rode in the back of the truck while his two companions rode in the cab. When 
rounding a curve in Delaware Ontario, the load shifted, causing the truck to over turn. Brodie was 
trapped under some of the heavy steel plate and later died in Hospital. He is buried in the family 
plot at Cook’s Cemetery Melbourne Ontario.  

 

SERVICE RECORD 

 

Date Particulars 

11 Mar 1943 RCAF Attestation paper – John Toles Brodie born 11 Jan 1923, Egg Candler, 
Presbyterian, no previous military experience, Completed grade 11 and one year 
of Commercial at Beal Tech. Listed Glenn C Brodie 22 as brother, Bessie M 
Carruthers 24 as sister.  

17 Mar 1943 Enlists at London Ontario, single, born 11 Jan 1923 at Melbourne On, parents 
Harry Bennett Brodie and Nellie Cynthia Toles. Completed high school and 1 year 
Comm. Worked in egg candlers as office help for his father. Presbyterian, played 
hockey, Baseball Tennis and football. Woodworking hobby. 

Rank Air Craftsman 2.  

18 Apr 1943 SOS London to 4 Wireless School Guelph 

4 July 1943 Report on the accident by the Ontario Provincial Police – revealing that Brodie 
and two others were picked up by the driver of the truck and that he had been a 
passenger in the bed of the truck with sheet metal plates. Brodie was pinned in 
the truck under plates of steel when it tipped over on a curve.  Brodie extricated 
himself when citizens lifted the plates off him. He was taken to Victoria Hospital 
by ambulance where he later died.  Copy of this report was sent to the Judge 
Advocate General 5 July 1943 

4 July 1943 SOS 4 Wireless School Guelph having died.  



4 July 1943 Certificate of Registration of Death – cause accidental death due to multiple 
fractures and shock.  

12 July 1943 Report on Accidental or Self-Inflicted injuries form. He was on pass at the time of 
his injury.  

13 July 1943 Casualty Notification Form completed 

16 July 1943 Details of burial form. Photo taken and supplied to family 

29 July 1943 OPP Report including the Coroners Jury report. 

5 Aug 1943 Letter to Harry Brodie concerning the settlement of John’s estate.  

19 Oct 1943 Letter from Harry Brodie to Estates Branch enclosing a form 

4 Nov 1943 Card- Date of Death 4 July 1943, Ministerial Card 20 July 1943, Royal Message 6 
Nov 1943, Memorial Cross to Chaplain 4 Nov 1943, Delivered to mother 10 Nov 
1943. Mr and Mrs Harry Bennett Brodie Melbourne Ont.  

27 Nov 1943 Findings and Recommendations of the board of Inquiry – that Airman AC2 Brodie 
JT, died at Victoria Hospital London as a result of injuries received in a motor 
vehicle accident on highway 2 in the village of Delaware at approximately 1245 
hours on the 3rd July 1943. Further notes indicate that an insufficiently secured 
load of steel plates shifted, causing the truck to overturn on a curve in the village. 
Brodie was pinned beneath part of the load. Recommended that  action against 
the driver, the owners of the truck, International Harvester and the Steel 
Company of Canada be instituted to recover the loss sustained by reason of the 
death of the airman. Also recommendations regarding truck load security and the 
signage at the curve 

 



























































 


