William Henry Gough
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Collection 1979.36.11

Service Number: 802938

Rank: Corporal
Branch: 135th Battalion and 4th Mounted Rifles

Years Served: 1916 - 1918

Summary: William was born in Parkhill, Ontario to Richard James and Anna
(Winter) Gough on May 19th, 1895. He was the older brother to Erva, Marjorie
and Grace. The family moved to Strathroy after the death of his father Richard
James, in 1910. William enlisted at the age 20 in 1916. As a member of the
135th Battalion, he left his job as a dry good clerk in “Gents Furnishings” in
Strathroy to go overseas on the 22nd August 1916. He had risen in rank to
Corporal with the 135th but reverted to Private to proceed overseas. On the
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breakup of the 135th he joined the 4th Canadian Mounted Rifles.

On the 26th of August 1918 “while taking part with his company during an
attack on Lancer Trench near Monchy-le-Preux, he was hit in the head and
instantly killed by an enemy machine gun bullet”. This was part of the 2nd
Battle of Arras which took place between August 26 and September 3, 1918.
It included the Battle of the Scarpe (August 26-30, 1918) and the Battle of
Drocourt-Quéant (September 2-3, 1918). William along with 42 other WWI
soldiers rest in Orange Hill Cemetery Feuchy France. The cemetery was
constructed by the Canadian Corps at the end of August 1918. On September
15, 1918 there was a memorial service held at St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church in Strathroy in honour of Private William Gough as well as Private
Alexander Newton. A marker was also placed by the family at the Strathroy
Cemetery.

Name: William Henry Gough

Birth Date: May 19, 1895

Relatives: Mother - Anna E. Gough. Father - James Gough

Address: Caradoc St., Strathroy, ON

Attestation Date: February 14, 1916

Death Date: August 26, 1918

Burial Site: Orange Hill Cemetery, Feuchy, France

Memorial Site: Strathroy Cemetery
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Date Particulars

Card — 802938 A Cpl Gough, William Henry, 4th CMR (Conadian
Mounted Rifles) France Date of Service 28 Feb 1918, mother- Mrs. A. E.
Gough Caradoc 5t Strathroy ON

14 Feb 1916  Dry Goods clerk in Gent's furnishings attested in 135" Btn at Strathroy
ON. No previous military experience. Born 19" May 1895

15 Feb 1916 | Medical at Strathroy
5" 812163 Ibs., no physical disabilities, dark complexion, brown hair
and brown eyes.
Methodist

FAug 1916  Signs Will leaving estate to his mother.

22 Aug 1916 Embarked Halifax Canada aboard 55 Olympic

22 Aug 1916  Appointed Acting Lance Corporal

30 Aug 1916 Arrived Liverpool England

15 0ct 1916  Transferred to 134" Btn CEF

150ct 1916  TOS (Taken on Strength) 134" Btn CEF at Bramshott England

13 Apr1917  Appointed Acting Corporal at Witley England

28Feb 1918 Transferred to 4" CMR

28 Feb 1918  Reverts to ranks to proceed overseas

28 Feb 1918  Proceeded to join 4™ CMR

28 Feb 1918  TOS 4™ CMR in France

26 Aug 1918 | Killed in Action
Circumstances of Death — “While taking part with his Company during
an attack on Lancer Trench near Monchy-le-Preux, he was hit in the
head and instantly killed by an enemy machine gun bullet.”

4 Feb 1922 Medal Card — Gough W. H. Pte 802938 4" CMR
Medals and Decoration to Mother Mrs. A E Gough Caradoc St Strathroy
P&S Mother
Memorial Cross, scroll and plague to Mother
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September 12 1918

TWO STRATHROY BOYS
HILLED IN ACTION,

—Two more Strathiroy homes wers

=Y

that of the whola lﬂ'nrl generally, W
aul o the grief strickon familles and
relatives of the noble lads, in thelr
woar of irial.

snddened this week by oficial mes-

sages from the Canadian war office,
informing them that their déarly be
loved eoldier boys hod “passed out”
while valinntly fighting for home and
coanlry on Lhe bloody Aelds of France
e Alexander 5. Mewlon, son of Wi
linm Newton. and Pre. Willlam Gough,
gon of Mre. Aun Gough—iwo well-
known and highly-ssteemed Strathroy
boys—fell In actlon om Aug. 26. Bolh
were ralsed to young manhood in this
communily, and both voluptariiy en-
[ilated for service when thelr coaniry’s
honor and safely was emporilled. They
trained and went overseas with our
owh Counly Rattalion—the 135th— '

the few weeks as a resull of the
terrible fighting on the wesiern front
are the real sabscription lists, record

September 19, 1918

i The late Pte Willlam H (lough
who was Killed In actlon. was o me.n
her of Court Strathroy, Noo 147, Can-
adlan Order of Foresters, and, as @
gpecial mark of estesm, the hrethrea
'gf the lodge murched in o body and
attended the memorial service In the
Presbyterian Chuarch, Bunday evenlng

September 26, 1918
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Andrew's Church, and to the friends
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