
Howard James 

 
Service Number: 802031 

​
Rank: Private​
​
Branch: 135th Battalion​
​
Years Served: 1915 - 1916 

​
Summary: Howard James was born on May 13, 1895 to Philip James and 
Elizabeth Whimp. His father passed away when Howard was 5 years old, 
leaving behind himself, his older brother Thomas, two half-sisters Elizabeth 
and Katie and his mother. Shortly after his father died his mother reverted 
back to her maiden name. By 1901 Howard, Thomas and their mother were 
living at 8 Henry Street in Strathroy and by 1911 to support the family 
Elizabeth took in a number of lodgers.​
​



Howard also known as Whitey attested in the 135th on November 23rd 1915 
and listed himself as the sole supporter of his mother. By this time his brother 
Thomas had started a family of his own. On the May 7th 1916 while training in 
London he succumbed to septic pneumonia at the Military Hospital.​
​
He was buried in the Strathroy Cemetery with full military honours. Two 
months after his death his mother Elizabeth died, there is no mention of her 
funeral in the newspaper but she is buried beside her son at the cemetery. It is 
noted on one of pages in his service record that his mother was to receive the 
memorial scroll and plaque in 1921 but does not mention that she had 
previously died. 

Name: Howard James 

​
Birth Date: May 13, 1895 

​
Relatives: Father - Philip James. Mother - Elizabeth Whimp. Brother - 
Thomas James. Sisters - Elizabeth and Katie James 

​
Address: 8 Henry St., Strathroy, ON 

​
Attestation Date: November 23, 1915 

​
Death Date: May 7, 1916 

​
Burial Site: Strathroy Cemetery 
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