James Neil McGeary
Service Number: 802935

Rank: Private
Branch: 134th and 4th Battalion
Years Served: 1916 - 1918

Summary: Private James Neil McGeary 802935 was a hardware clerk in
Strathroy who attested in the 135th Btn on the 9th of Feb 1916. After an attack
of appendicitis and some surgery he earned a Good Conduct Badge. On the
3rd of March 1918, he joined the 4th Btn in the field. He was instantly killed by
an enemy shell while his company was advancing to the Canal du Nord on the
3rd Sept 1918. He is remembered on the Vimy Memorial.

Name: James Neil McGeary

Birth Date: January 12, 1891

Relatives: Mother - Isabella McGeary. Father - James W. McGeary
Address: Strathroy, ON

Attestation Date: February 9, 1916

Death Date: September 3, 1918

Memorial Site: Vimy Memorial
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McGEARY—Killéd ip action "Some-
where in France," on Sept. 3, Private
James Neil M 7, only son of
James McGeary, of E .

—The townspeople were filled with
hope that Pte. James N. McGeary
and Pte. Oscar Davis might not have
been killed as reported last week,
when the official casualty list, appear-
ing in the newspapers on Friday night.
gave both their names in the list of
wounded. Telegrams were immediate-
Iy sent to Ottawa by D. C. Ross, M P,
inquiring about the mistake, and mem-
orial services which were to have |
been held in local churches were post-
poned. The reply came Sunday night,
however, confirming the report that
both boys had been killed in action.

—pIr. and Mrs. James N. Mcueary,
Victoria Street, received word Tues-
day that their only son, IPte. James
N. MeGeary, was killed in action on
Sept. 3. Pter NlcGeary was born in
Metcalfe Township, near Napier, and
came with his parents to Strathroy
nine vears ago. He was employed at
the hardware store of B. (. Parker
& Co., hefore enlisting for overseas
pervice with the Middlesex Batlalion.
He leaves eight sipters: Mrs. George
Glendenning, Toronto; Mrs. A. D. Me-
Lean, Allsa Cralg; Mrs. Lanz, at
home; Miss Kathleen, at home; Mrs.
Dr, Armstrong, Toledo, Ohio; Mras. H.
M. Anderson, town; Miss Winnie, of
Newmarket, and Miss Viola, 6f Tavis-
tock. Pte. McGeary was one of Strath-
roy’'s most popular young men.







Date Particulars

Card- 802935 Pte McGeary, James Neil, Unit- 4™ Btn , Theatre - France,
Date of Service 28 Feb 1918, Latest Address- Mrs. Isabella McGeary
(mother) Strathroy ON

9 Feb 1916 Attested 135" Btn at Strathroy ON, born 12 Jan 1891 hardware Clerk ,
no previous military experience,

Medical 5" 6” 131 Ibs, dark complexion grey eyes, Black hair,
Presbyterian, medical clear.

22 Aug 1916  Embarked Halifax Canada for England aboard 55 Olympic

30 Aug 1916  Arrived Liverpool England

150ct 1916  Transferred to 134™ Btn Witley

22 Jan 1917 Military Hospital Bramshott cause not yet determined

10 Mar 1917  To Summerden Convalescent hospital Eastborne —appendicitis

12 May 1917 Discharged

9Feb 1918 Granted good conduct badge Witley

3Mar 1918  Joined 4" Btn in the field

3 Sept 1918 Killed in Action

Circumstances of Death — “ While with his Company advancing towards
the Canal du Nord , he was instantly killed by the explosion of an
enemy shell” Location — attack from Buissy Switch to Sains-les-
Marquion

12 Oct 1921 Medal Card — Medals and Decorations to mother Mrs. Isabella
McGeary, Strathroy ON,

P&S- Father, as above
Memoaorial Cross — mother as above

Not eligible for 14-15 Star,
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