
Name: Forsyth, James Cobban 
Rank: Capt 
Service Number: 443092 
 
 
 
 
James Cobban Forsyth  On the 26th of Sept 1918, the Strathroy Age published the following 
notice: 

Forsyth- Perished with Steamship Missanabia, torpedoed by German Submarine, on Sept 9, Captain 
James C. Forsyth (M. D.), of the Canadian Pay and Records Office, London, England; native of Caradoc 
Township and brother of Dr. M. F. Forsyth, of Strathroy 

Dr Forsyth had practiced in the Yukon and British Columbia before the war. He was 
commissioned on the 30th Dec 1915 at Calgary Alberta, and arrived in England 10 April 
1916. He was undergoing training when he was thrown from a horse on the 9 Jun 1918 
breaking his left wrist which left him with traumatic osteoarthritis. He was returning to St 
Thomas Ontario on board the Missanabia, when it was torpedoed. His name is listed on the 
Soldiers Tower at the University of Toronto. His body was recovered and landed in Great 
Britain. He is buried at Milford Haven Cemetery, Pembrokeshire England. 
 
 
 
 
 

SERVICE RECORD 
 

Date Particulars 
 Captain James Cobban Forsyth, Theatre of War- France, Date of 

Service 27 July 1917, CAMC (Canadian Army Medical Corps) Latest 
Address: Geo. A. Forsyth Esq, Bluff Centre, Alberta 

15 Jun 1915 Administration 20th General Hospital  Camiers 
30 Dec 1915 Medical History completed  Age 44 Physician,  
30 Dec 1915 Officers Declaration Paper completed at Calgary AB, Born 3 March 

1871 at Mount Brydges ON, next of kin Elizabeth Forsyth 16 
Yarwood St, St Thomas ON, Physician, Presbyterian. 

1 Apr 1916 Embarks for England at Halifax 
9 Apr 1916 Arrives Liverpool England 
10 Apr 1916 Arrived from Canada and TOS CAMC 
10 Apr 1916 TOS Canadian Army Medical Corps Training School 
24 Apr 1916 Attached for rations to Gurkas 
27 Apr 1916 Shown as at Helena Hosp Sutcliffe England 
11 Jun 1916 Colles fracture of left wrist, sprained left knee. Capt A Burton Wilkes 

CAMC 
12 Jun 1916  Admitted Gran. Canadian Spl Hsp Ramsgate  for fractured left wrist 

when he fell from his horse 
15 Jul 1916 Discharged Gran. Canadian Spl Hosp Ramsgate 
17 Aug 1916 Medical board now recovered 
17 Aug 1916 Detailed for duty as Medical Officer at Musketry Range Hythe 
27 Jul 1917 Proceeded overseas for service 
28 Jul 1917 Arrived as reinforcement at 1 General Hospital  and TOS 



14 Jun 1918 “In the case of Capt J. C. Forsyth CAMC  
No 443092 Pte Williams, J 13th Cn Battn West Riding Regt states 
On the 9th of Jun 18 I was acting as horse holder to Capt Forsyth 
who after mounting his horse and had ridden 500 yards was thrown 
to the ground when he complained of his left wrist being painful  
James Williams (his mark)X” 

16 Jun 1918 SOS accidentally injured and posted to CAMC Depot Sutcliffe 
England  

16 Jun 1918 TOS CAMC Depot from No 1 Canadian General Hospital 
16 Jun 1918 Admitted Hospital Arthur Street London for traumatic osteoarthritis 
22 Jun 1918 Report on Accidental or Self-Inflicted Injuries 

Date of casualty 9 Jun 1918 
Sprain left wrist severe 
Capt J. C. Forsyth was riding from the horse lines, which were 
situated in a wood, and as he was coming out of the wood into a 
field, his horse swerved and threw him to the ground spraining his 
wrist. He was followed by a horse-holder whose evidence is 
attached.  
Lt Col J. C. Tabor Commanding 13the Garrison Guard West Riding 
Regiment concurred that it was incurred in the performance of his 
duties and that he was not to blame, nor was anyone else for the 
injury. 

26 Jun 1918 SOS to CAMC Sec. Sutcliffe depot Group 
26 Jun 1918 TOS CAMC Casualty Depot on posting from CAMC Depot 
27 Jul 1918 Admitted hospital Matloc Bath for Traumatic Osteoarthritis Left wrist 
29 July 1918 Medical board gives details of injury and resulting osteoarthritis 
3 Aug 1918 Discharged  
24 Aug 1918 Granted leave 
28 Aug 1918 Canadian Convalescent Hospital Bearwood England  
6 Sept 1918 Leaves Casualty Depot Section at CCH Bearwood  
8 Sept 1918 SOS having died from wounds received at sea on the SS Missenabe 
19 Feb 1921 Medal Card Not eligible for 14/15 Star 

Medals and Decorations to George A Forsyth (brother) Bluff Centre 
Alberta, Plaque  serial number 782402 to brother as above  
Cross of Sacrifice – no one entitled  

4 Jul 1922 Scroll to brother  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 



































 


