
Name: Brown, John 
Rank: Cpl 
Service Number: 54333 

 
 
 

 
John Brown served in the 18th Btn from 30 Jan 1915. His 

mother was a widow with two other sons in service, and since 
they ran a farm, it was by his mother’s permission that he was 
allowed to join up. He became a machine gunner and served 

with the 4th Brigade Canadian Machine Gun Corps. He was 
killed in action during the attack on Vimy Ridge 9th of April 
1917. His memory is continued on the Vimy Memorial. He also 

appears on the Strathroy cenotaph.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

CWGC 
Name: BROWN, JOHN Initials: J Nationality: Canadian Rank: Corporal Regiment/Service: Canadian Machine 
Gun Corps Unit Text: 4th Coy. Age: 21 Date of Death: 09/04/1917 Service No: 54333 Additional information: 
Son of Mrs. E. C. Brown, of Mount Brydges, Ontario, and the late Robert Brown. Casualty Type: 
Commonwealth War Dead Memorial: VIMY MEMORIAL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.cwgc.org/search/cemetery_details.aspx?cemetery=87900&mode=1


SERVICE RECORD 
 

Date Particulars 
30 Jan 1915 Enlists at Strathroy ON in the 33rd Battalion CEF 

Occupation: Farmer, Born: 18 Dec 1895 at Mount 
Brydges ON, single, no previous military experience,  
Medically cleared, 5’10” 158 lbs, dark complexion, 
brown eyes, light brown hair, Religion: Wesleyan 

30 Jan 1915 Note – “I hereby certify that I am willing to allow my 
son John Brown to enlist in the 33rd Battalion for 
overseas service. Signed Mrs. Robert Brown” 

14 Apr 1915 Transferred from 33rd Btn and posted to “A” Company 
London Ont. 

18 Apr 1915 Sailed from Halifax aboard the S.S. Grampian 
29 Apr 1915 Arrives via S.S. Grampian in England 
20 May 1915 German measles. Moore Barracks Shorncliffe Kent 
4 Aug 1915 Forfeits 3 days pay AWL (Absent Without Leave) 
16 Sept 1915 Embarked for France from Folkestone England.  

Disembarked in France with the 18th Battalion  
25 Sept 1915 Transferred to Machine Gun Company 4th Brigade TOS 

(Taken on Strength) 26 Dec 1915 
25 May 1916 Contusion to left leg - 5th Canadian Field Ambulance 
29 May 1916 Discharged to duty 
23 Nov 1916 Admitted no 18 General Field Hospital – PUO (Pyrexia 

of Unknown Origin)  
4 Jan 1917 Appointed Lance Corporal 
13 Jan 1917 Rejoined unit 
1 Mar 1917 Promoted Corporal 
9 Apr 1917 Killed in Action (This is the date of the attack on Vimy 

Ridge) 
6 Mar 1922 Medal Card – M & D, P&S, Scroll and plaque,  

Memorial Cross to Mother Mrs. Robert Brown  RR#2 
Mount Brydges ON, 

 



 



 
 

 

 



 

The Age May 3 1917    The Age May 17 1917 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


