
Name: Drake, James Isaac 
Rank: Sgt 
Service Number: R-52121 
 

James Isaac Drake was born the 30 Aug 1918 to Mr and Mrs 
Isaac Drake. Mr Drake was the Reeve of Caradoc Township. James had completed his Jr 
Matriculation at Strathroy Collegiate Institute. He was a cabinet maker for Wm Derry and Son. His 
hobbies were cabinet and violin making. 

On the 26th of February 1943 he was part of a night training flight in a Halifax Bomber. It appears 
an engine cut about 3 minutes after take-off and the plane hit an obstruction. He is remembered in 
Selby Cemetery, Selby Yorkshire England.  

 

Date Particulars 

 Medal Card: Defence Medal, WMR medal, CVSM with clasp 

30 Aug 1918 Born at Caradoc Ontario to Isaac and Elizabeth Drake 

18 Oct 1939 TOS Manning Pool Toronto 

18 Oct 1939 AC2 

18 Oct 1939 Enlisted London Ontario, single, Jr Matriculation, Night school drafting, 
cabinet maker, bench and carpenter, no previous military experience, 



Baptist,  

18 Oct 1939 Attested in Royal Canadian Air Force at London Ontario Carpenter, 5’ 7 ½” 
152 lbs, Dark complexion, hazel eyes, brown hair. Worked for Wm Derry 
and Sons as a cabinet maker and bench hand, for A Sutherland as a 
foreman, for Hein Construction as a carpenter and for John Hayman and 
Sons as a carpenter. Attended SS#9 Caradoc, Strathroy Collegiate 
Institute and Beal Technical School, hobby of cabinet work and violin 
making. 

13 Nov 1939 SOS Manning to St Thomas 

2 May 1940 SOS St Thomas to 11 BR Squadron Dartmouth NS 

21 May 1940 SOS 11 BR Squadron to 112 Squadron Ottawa 

7 Jun 1940 SOS 112 Sqn Ottawa  

7 Jun 1940 Departed Ottawa  

20 Jun 1940 TOS 112 Sqn Overseas 

20 Jun 1940 Arrived Liverpool England 

21 Jun 1940 Arrived Salisbury England, stationed High Post Aerodrome 

22 July 1940 Confined to camp for 4 days for being absent for 3 hours. 

31 Jul 1940  SOS 112 Sqn to 110 Canadian Sq Odelum? 

1 Sept 1940 AC1 

1 Dec 1940 LAC 

6 Mar 1941 Confined to barracks for 7 days for “disobeying a lawful command given by 
an NCO”  

7 Nov 1941 SOS to 407 Sqd from 400 Sqd 

31 Apr – 4 Apr 
1942 

RAF Thorny Is from 407th Sqd  

1 Oct 1942 T/ Corporal 

19 Nov 1942 Attended Gunnery course at RAF Stormy Down obtained 79% 

11 Jan 1943 T/Sgt 

11 Jan 1943 Awarded Flight Engineer’s badge  

26 Feb 1943 Certificate of Registration of Death- killed in a flying accident. 

26 Feb 1943 Report on Flying Accident or Forced Landing not attributable to Enemy 
Action- while on night training flight in a Halifax bomber, Drake, J. I. Sgt 
R52121 Killed when an engine cut about 3 minutes after take-off and the 



plane hit an obstruction. 

9 Mar 1943 Ministerial Card sent -  Baptist 

1 April 1943 Royal message sent to mother and father 

15 April 1943 Memorial Cross sent to mother Mrs Isaac Drake RR#2 Strathroy Ontario 

 













































 


