Sydney "Sam" Frank Kemp
Service Number: 452604

Rank: Lieutenant

Branch: 58th Batallion
War: World War 1

Years Served: 1916 - 1918

Summary: According to the SS Montrose ship's manifest he appears to have
come the Strathroy in 1912 to serve as a farm labourer. Another record shows
him joining the 11th Hussars as a private 10 Oct 1914. In 1916 at London
England he married Eva Wisdom. The next reference is from the London
Gazette.

“16 Sept 1918- 2nd Lt. Sydney Frank Kemp Oxfords and Bucks Light Infantry
is awarded the Military Cross for conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.
He made several daring reconnaissances, penetrating far into the enemy's
country and bringing back information of the greatest value. He displayed a
fine example of gallantry and disregard of personal danger.”

He was killed 16 Apr 1918 and is buried in St Venant-Robecqg Road British
Cemetery, Robecq.

Name: Sydney "Sam" Frank Kemp
Birth Date: July 23, 1891

Relatives: Mother - Mary Ellen Kemp


https://icreate4.esolutionsgroup.ca/230815_Strathroy-CaradocMuseum/en/whats-on/world-war-1-last-names-c-k.aspx#

Birth Place: Workington, Cumberland, England

Address: 190 Bee St., Todmorden, Toronto, ON

Attestation Date: July 30, 1915

Death Date: Presumed to be December 7, 1918

Burial Site: St. Venant-Robecq Rd., British Cemetery, Robecq, France

Memorial Site: Strathroy Cemetery



Date Particulars

Card - Lieut., Kemp, 5am 58" Btn Theatre France 20 months 20 Feb 1916
to 7 Dec 1918, Mrs. Mary E Kemp (Mother) 190 Bee 5t Todmorden
Toronto On Large red “D" stamped on card.
Card — Kemp, 5am , Regimental number 452604 (stroked out), Rank L
Cpl stroked out and Lieut 9 Oct 1918, former corps GGBG Field Artillery
England , Next of Kin Mrs Mary Ellen Kemp, mother 190 Bee 5t
Todmorden ON, Born England Workington Cumberland , attested
Toronto On 4 Aug 1915, overseas 22 Nov 1915.

30 July 1915  Medical history sheet
58" 156 |bs , feet slightly flat, steel worker, Fair complexion, Blue eyes,
brown hair.

30 July 1915 Steel worker attested in at Toronto , born 23 July 1891, next of kin
mother Mary Ellen Kemp 130 Bee Street, Todmorden, Toronto ON
Previous military experience with Garrison and Field Artillery
Medical Regimental number 452604

2 Dec 1915  Arrived England

20 Feb 1916  Embarked for France with the 58" Btn

24 Apr1916  No 3 Can. Gen Hosp. Boulogne Shrapnel Wound to his back transferred
to England aboard HS Aberdonian

30 Apr1916  Transferred to CCAC Folkstone Kent

2 May 1916  Grayling War Hospital Chichester

2 May 1916  TOS (Taken on Strength) CCAC (Canadian Casualty Assembly Centre)

4May 1916  Admitted to No 3 General Hospital Boulogne Apr 24" wounded slightly
back

17 May 1916 Canadian Convalescent Hosp Woodcote Epsom

17 May 1916 TOS from 58" Btn hospital Woodcote Epson

9Jun1916  Myalgia in legs No 3 Div. Re-Sty (?)

14Jun 1916  Discharged from hospital Woodcote Epson
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Casualty Form:



Other Documentation:



— A letter was recetved by Thomas
itenstead recently from Mrs. Kemp,
of Langlon, Eongland, whicn confirmed
tie: reported death of her son. Lieul.
Syidney Kemp. of the Oxford and
Bueks Light Infantry  Lieut. Kemp
who was a reservist, formerly resided |
in Strathroy, He joined the colors
chortly after the declaration ot war,
and spent four birthdays and four
Christmas davs in the service, -

famada 1o ahaowad laar thoa maurs

It appears, after some searching and with much thanks to the members of the
Canadian Expeditionary Force Discussion Group, that Lin Kemp emigrated to
Canada aboard the S5 Montrose from Ireland in April 1912, He was 27 years
old at the time and came with 2 other Kemps, Edward 15 and Edgard (?) age
38. Of note is that his destination was Strathroy, Also stamped on his line is
C.G.E.A. which stands for Canadian Government Employment Agent. The LAC
states that "these agents received commissions from the government for
placing newly arrived immigrants with employers who were seeking labourers
or domestics.” He is listed as a farmer labourer on the manifest.

He must have returned to England, because another record of him shows he
joined the 11t Hussars as a private 10 Oct 1914,

A Sydney Kemp returned to England
Birth abt. 1884

29 vears

Port Departure: St. John, N.B.
Arrival Date: Dec. 24, 1913

Port Arrival: Bristol, U.K.

Ship: 55 Royal George

Canadian Northern Line

Official Number 125643

There is record of him marrying Eva Wisdom in 1916 at Lambeth London

England and a birth record of Sydney Frank Kemp in March 1885 at
Camberwell London England



The next mention of him is in the London Gazette as a recipient of the Military
Cross

19074 SUPPLEMENT TO THE LONDON GAZETTE, 16 SEPTEMEER, 1918.

2nd Lt. Sydney Frank Kemp,
Oxf. & Bucks.L.L

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to

duty. He made several daring reconnaissances,
penetrating far into the enemy's
country and bringing back information of
the greatest value. He displayed a fine
example of gallantry and disregard of personal
danger.

Hiz medal card shows he was entitled to wear the 1914 Mons Star, the Bnntish
War Medal and Victory medal beside the Military Cross. Medals were sent to
hiz widow in Rochester Kent. He was commiszsioned a 20 Lin to the
Oxfordshire and Buck Light Infantry 2 /4 Battalion 25 Sept 1917.

One correspondent reported that he is mentioned in The History of the
Oxfordshire and Buckhamshire Light Infantry 2/4th Battalion by Rose in
Chapter XV The Battle of the Lys April/May, 1918

http://central.bac-lac.gc.cal.redirect?a ffww&id=484910&lan
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