
Name: McMurphy, Archibald 
Rank: Sgt 
Service Number: 6523 
 
Archibald (Archie) McMurphy was born in Lobo Township to Archibald McMurphy and Mary 

McLachlin.  When he attested in the Canadian Rifles on December 1901 for the South African War he 

was living at 564 York Street London as a lodger.  He states on his papers that he joined the 26th 

Middlesex Battalion in June of that year.  The South African War (1899-1902) or, as it is also known, 

the Boer War, marked Canada's first official dispatch of troops to an overseas war. After the war 

Veterans from Canada who had served in the Boer were eligible for land entitling them to 320 acres 

without fees providing they complied with the homestead regulations.  In 1908 while in Swift Current 

Sask. he applied for a land grant also known as a Volunteer Bounty Land Grant.  It is not known what 

the outcome of this application was as in many cases the grant was often not taken or was sold to 

others.  

By 1911 at the age of 32 he is living with his family in London working in a factory and is now the 

brother-in-law of Mooney Gibson, a famous Pittsburg Pirates ball player.   

When he attested in the 1st Battalion on the 20 September 1914 at Valcartier Quebec he listed 

butcher as an occupation and next of kin as his father who lived in Mount Brydges.   

He was killed in action on the 15 June 1915 at Givenchy when the 1st Battalion advanced against the 

German line. Because their flanks were exposed, they were forced to fall back to their original trench 

“with what remained of the 1st Canadians”.  This was the third phase during the Second Battle of 

Artois that lasted from 9 May to 18 June 1915.  Since his body was never recovered or identified, he 

is honoured on the Vimy Memorial. Other soldiers from Strathroy-Caradoc to die in this battle include 

Fritz Robinson and Arthur Holderness.  
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This Birth Registration states that Archie was 

born on 15th March 1878 to Archibald McMurphy 

(Farmer) and Mary McLachlin.   

The form was registered in Komoka by Dr. R. R. 

Smith.  

 

1881: The McMurphy’s are listed as living in Lobo 

Township and Archie has a sister Margaret aged 

1.   

 

1891: Still living in Lobo Township, Archie is now 

13 and has two more siblings Dougald (9) and 

John (2).  His father is a merchant at a dry goods 

and grocery store.   

 

1901: Archie has moved out and is a Lodger 

living in London ON at 564 York Street with the 

Siggins Family.  The rest of the McMurphy’s have 

also moved to London and are living at 21 Mount 

Pleasant St.  This includes his parents, and sister 

Margaret with her husband George Gibson and 

son Gordon.  Archie’s brother John is also living 

there along with a new sibling Anna (8). 

 

1911: Archie has moved back in with his parents 

and is living at 115 Wilson Ave. London ON, 

which is just around the corner from the Mount 

Pleasant address.  His brother John and sister 

Anna are also living there. 



SOUTH AFRICAN WAR  
Archie did two tours in the Boer War.  He first enlisted in 1899 in the 2nd Special Service Battalion 

R.C.R.  On 21 August 1900 he was invalided to England and then discharged 10 days later.  He next 

enlisted December 1901 and was discharged at the end of war in 1902.  Below is a copy of his 

attestation papers for his second tour in the South African War.   

 



 

 
 
 
 
 



 
WWI SERVICE RECORD 

 
In 1904 Archie was enrolled at the Canadian School of Musketry in Ottawa for military training. 

 
Date Particulars 

 6523, Pte McMurphy Archibald, 1st Btn Canadian Infantry, Theatre of 
War – France, Next of Kin Mr. Archibald McMurphy Mount Brydges, 
Ont.   
 

1 Sept 1914 Medical Exam - 34 years 6 months old, 5’ 10 ½ “  175 lbs, Dark 
Complexion, blue eyes, dark brown hair, Scar on forehead,  
 

20 Sept 1914 Butcher from Mount Brydges ON attests in 1st Battaion CEF at 
Valcartier PQ, previous military experience 28 months in South 
Africa and 16 years with Canadian Militia.  Note date of birth is not 
correct on Attestation Paper.   
 

15 Jun 1915 Killed in Action 
 

3 Aug 1922 Medal Card – 1914-15 Star, Victory Medal and British War medal 
sent to Father , Plaque and Scroll to father, Memorial Cross to 
Mother, Scroll and Plaque sent 26 May 1921 and 3 Aug 1922 
respectively 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 







 
 





 



 



 
Information from the Age Newspaper 
 

July 1 1915 
Part of the Honour Roll which listed wounded, dead and missing soldiers from the area.   
 
 

 
 
 
Memorial – Vimy Ridge Grave Registration Report 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Information from the following sources 
 
Ancestry.com – Birth Registration  
 
Canadian War Museum.  Canada and the South African War 
http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/boer/boerwarhistory_e.shtml  
 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission http://www.cwgc.org  
 
Library and Archives Canada South African War, 1899-1902 - Service Files, Medals and Land 
Applications.  Archibald McMurphy Regimental number 187  
 
Library and Archives Canada - Census Records 1881, 1891, 1901, 1911 
 

http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/boer/boerwarhistory_e.shtml
http://www.cwgc.org/

