Name: McMurphy, Archibald
Rank: Sgt
Service Number: 6523

Archibald (Archie) McMurphy was born in Lobo Township to Archibald McMurphy and Mary
McLachlin. When he attested in the Canadian Rifles on December 1901 for the South African War he
was living at 564 York Street London as a lodger. He states on his papers that he joined the 26™
Middlesex Battalion in June of that year. The South African War (1899-1902) or, as it is also known,
the Boer War, marked Canada's first official dispatch of troops to an overseas war. After the war
Veterans from Canada who had served in the Boer were eligible for land entitling them to 320 acres
without fees providing they complied with the homestead regulations. In 1908 while in Swift Current
Sask. he applied for a land grant also known as a Volunteer Bounty Land Grant. It is not known what
the outcome of this application was as in many cases the grant was often not taken or was sold to
others.

By 1911 at the age of 32 he is living with his family in London working in a factory and is now the
brother-in-law of Mooney Gibson, a famous Pittsburg Pirates ball player.

When he attested in the 1% Battalion on the 20 September 1914 at Valcartier Quebec he listed
butcher as an occupation and next of kin as his father who lived in Mount Brydges.

He was killed in action on the 15 June 1915 at Givenchy when the 1% Battalion advanced against the
German line. Because their flanks were exposed, they were forced to fall back to their original trench
“with what remained of the 1% Canadians”. This was the third phase during the Second Battle of
Artois that lasted from 9 May to 18 June 1915. Since his body was never recovered or identified, he
is honoured on the Vimy Memorial. Other soldiers from Strathroy-Caradoc to die in this battle include

Fritz Robinson and Arthur Holderness.



FAMILY

|
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This Birth Registration states that Archie was
born on 15" March 1878 to Archibald McMurphy
(Farmer) and Mary McLachlin.

The form was registered in Komoka by Dr. R. R.
Smith.

1881: The McMurphy's are listed as living in Lobo
Township and Archie has a sister Margaret aged
1.

1891.: Still living in Lobo Township, Archie is now
13 and has two more siblings Dougald (9) and
John (2). His father is a merchant at a dry goods

and grocery store.

1901: Archie has moved out and is a Lodger
living in London ON at 564 York Street with the
Siggins Family. The rest of the McMurphy’s have
also moved to London and are living at 21 Mount
Pleasant St. This includes his parents, and sister
Margaret with her husband George Gibson and
son Gordon. Archie’s brother John is also living

there along with a new sibling Anna (8).

1911: Archie has moved back in with his parents
and is living at 115 Wilson Ave. London ON,
which is just around the corner from the Mount
Pleasant address. His brother John and sister

Anna are also living there.



o SOUTH AFRICAN WAR
Archie did two tours in the Boer War. He first enlisted in 1899 in the 2" Special Service Battalion

R.C.R. On 21 August 1900 he was invalided to England and then discharged 10 days later. He next
enlisted December 1901 and was discharged at the end of war in 1902. Below is a copy of his

attestation papers for his second tour in the South African War.

, ANADIAN YEOMANRY.
TATION PAPER.

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.

. Whatis your name % .....coremariiiannnas vun : e
S /%eAﬂ 61.&' : Pan, ;fq/
-
2, In what Townslip or Parish, and in or near In or near what Town of., ,"“"(*“/ b=

what town aud in what County or Country we in the County of W[(_ P4 {g < *’-Ff/"
you born ¥ ..ot | i - .
in the [ vcnen  Afladae

atthey Ared )?""?ztﬁ{:&

. * What is the address of your next ot kin Lt PX'MW._&&H,
%2 . Years -Months,

. ® What is the name of your next of kin ¥........

. What is your age ?.,.oeeviinaiaiensansansanes

. What is your Trade or Calling Pooovnevnns wones _...,.@kmﬁl'{ ¢ (-M/
+

You .E:;’::;:-MI that I you give a wilfully faire mnswer to say of the fallowlag Ba (5} qasninns you are fiable (o 2 reare’ impriscament with
ur.

o Are you an Apprentice ¥ o ov i e ¥ e o6 e

, Ave vou Married 2. .. L .oiiiiiiieiiies e o,
. Do yon now helong Lo the Active Militia %...... ;(.f‘"a
o

sl =
0. Have you ever served in His Majesty’s Imperial <l =3 % "
[ (ﬁ« e ‘)’k,«y‘,.f&..{%x-u /B"

Army, Marines, Navy or Indian Forces, or in
¢ L f the Acti iliti ‘anada, o
any Corps of the Active Militia of Canada, or /%“ 1 q o0 AER REED

Norih-West Monnted Police ¥f..ovsesainares

1 11 w0, state particalars of former Servies, nud the exuus of Discharie, asd [!M'W.I Certifiants of [Hscharse. Men belsnging to the Tmporial Army
Heserve, or abssntess thers + mrd otk Lo bo selisted.

. Have you wver been rejected as unfit for His
Majesty's Service, or for Hie Majesty’s Imlim‘ T fepe

Forces, the Active Militia of Canada, or North-
West Mounted Police ¥ aovevnno e AR

. Do you understand the nature and terms of your | P
Engngunwnl.?’....-....-----.”.........‘.] ¥

19, Are you willing to be attested to serve in the
Canadian Yeomanry for a period of 12 months La
or until the termination of the present war in| s

South Africa
Signature of Man... &7

| & i
Wu'm:.g.ﬁ{.?‘ JZLMM
DECLLRA‘I{ION T0 BE MADE BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

W‘_ L{'—‘ 2h “‘k ,@l’u Arn . do sineorcly and solemnly declare, that to the best of my
knowletige and beliof, the above answers to (e f ing questions made and signed by me arc trae; and that I am
willing to be attested for the term sbove namad, provided His .\I.u_luty?pd s0 long require my nervioes, or until
o/,
e }/ T

i

logally di-charged. - 2y

W ) Signature > ,X/{g 2t {&'ymlurr af
; " of Man fi B Witnear,

OATH TO BE TAKEN BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

1, LANeq AJL-QMW?“,M\‘ .., do sincerely promise and swear (or wolemnly declare) that
1 will b faithful and bear true allegisnoe to | ¥, King Kdward VII, Hix Heirs and suceessors and that 1
will faithfully defend Him and them in Person, Crown and Dignity, against all enemies and will obey all orders

of the Offioers set over me.

Witness my hand,

Signature of Man, W 5
= .
Witness present. - YE - L0t

Th above questions were ashed of the said.... AANE- L@ 2 TAN R 1
in my presence, as hercin recorded : and thy said NV P W, -
Declaration and Oath before md...;;. it aovnchiting. L0 aa B
One Thousand Nine Hundred.. Q,. I

Signature of Attesting QRO ........oovmmri
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Description of (Lomchicliateck 722 My

Age apparently .. _r?g% i fnm./‘z_dd

o AR e f inches.
Minimum H 5 ....inches.

Breast measure- ”
m'n}z"é‘" Maximum expansion .3 ? inches,

Complezion . }éy-:r/ e
Hair K NS
Any distinetive mark tﬁa’(.’f Pt "—/v’}f.— AP

Religious denomination M&/‘PPN

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE.

I have cxamined the abovenamed man and tind that he has no Rupture or serions Waricocele or Mark or
any old Wound or Uleer adhering to the bone ; he is free from Varicose Veins of the Legs, and has the full power
of Motion of the Joints and Limbs. He is well formed, and bas no Serofulous Affection of the Glands, Scald
Head or other inveterate Cutancous Eruptions. e has no incipiont Chest Disease, [lis respiration is eany, his
Luangs elastio and appear to b sound. "he Fingers of both hands, and Toed of both feet, are ]mrf(wl; he has
no deformity, bad curns or bunionus, and he bas the perfect use of both Eyes and both Kars, and hax no irn]'edi-
ment of speech ; his teeth are sound.  His gencral appearance is healthy, and he possesses strongth sufficient to
cnable bim to endergo the fatigue to which Soldiers are liable, mounted or dismounted. e does not bear any
marks of medical or surgical trestment. I consider him fit for Hie Majesty’s Serviee. He has the following
partionlar Marks or Sears, viz.:—

8

lhiu._../ﬂ..f. day of PV Y4

The abovespamed Reerait has satisfied me that he isa® A1 . _rider and

- A - shot, and being qualified in other respects, I hayp enl,

Rucruiting Oftcer.
* Insert whether “fair” or * good." ot

CERTIFICATE OF APPROVING OFFICER.

i i s s o DAVING. been finally approved and inspeoted by me this
day, and his Nams, Age, Date of Attestation, and every prescribed particular having boen recorded, and I cortify
that T am satisfod with the correctness of thix Attestation, and 1 uceordingly approve and appoint biw to the

Canadian Yeomanry,

Signature of
iﬂm:w‘:;:l Oftloor.




WWI SERVICE RECORD

In 1904 Archie was enrolled at the Canadian School of Musketry in Ottawa for military training.

Date Particulars

1 Sept 1914

20 Sept 1914

15 Jun 1915

3 Aug 1922

6523, Pte McMurphy Archibald, 1* Btn Canadian Infantry, Theatre of
War — France, Next of Kin Mr. Archibald McMurphy Mount Brydges,
Ont.

Medical Exam - 34 years 6 months old, 5’ 10 ¥2 “ 175 Ibs, Dark
Complexion, blue eyes, dark brown hair, Scar on forehead,

Butcher from Mount Brydges ON attests in 1% Battaion CEF at
Valcartier PQ, previous military experience 28 months in South
Africa and 16 years with Canadian Militia. Note date of birth is not
correct on Attestation Paper.

Killed in Action

Medal Card — 1914-15 Star, Victory Medal and British War medal
sent to Father , Plaque and Scroll to father, Memorial Cross to
Mother, Scroll and Plaque sent 26 May 1921 and 3 Aug 1922
respectively




. . L{é?n’{r JL/%JJ&T : -
U ATTESTATION PAPER. No. SR ¥
Folio. |/

CANADIAN OVER-SEAS EXPEDITIO.NARY FORCE.

QUESTIONS TO BE PUT BEFORE ATTESTATION.

{ANSWERS).

1. What is your name?.............cc.cocveenee .. 5533
2. In what Towxn, Township or Parish, and in

what Country were you born?. ...
3. What ig the name of your next-of-kin?............
4. What is the address of your next-of-kin?
5. What is the date of your birth?..........ocoocvee.n,
8. What ia your Trade or Calling?.
7. Are you married?,,, . .
8.-Are you willing to be wvaccinated or re-

vacoinated? ...
9. Do you now belong to the Active Militia?........

10. Have you ever served in any Military Force?, M yzé
Ifeo, state partioulars of former Service.

11. Do you understand the nature and terms of

your engagement?.. ...

12. Are you willing to be attested to serve in the
CanapiaxN Over-Beas ExerprrioNany Foroe?

W , do solemnly declare that the above answera
o, and Ahat I am willing to fulfil the engagements by me now
made, and T hereby engage and agree {0 sefve in/fhe Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force, and
to be attached to any arm of the service therein, for the term of one year, or during the war mow existing
between Great Britain and Germany shounld that war last longer than one year, and for six months after
the termination of that war provided Hie Majesty should 80 long require my services, or until legally

dircharged, .
N Gl P el
Datedf;@fﬁilﬁli '

OATH TO BE TAKEN/BY MAN ON ATTESTATION.

. .» 4o make Oath, that I will be faithinl and
orge t His Heirs and Successors, and that I will as
in duty bound honestly and faithfully defedd His Majesty, His Heirs and Buccessors, in Person, Crown and
Dignity, againat all enemies, and will observe and obey all orders of His Majesty, His Heirs and Buccessors,

and of all ths Generals and Officars set over me, So help me God,

= (Bignature of Recrnit)

(Bignature of Witness)

Daﬁaa‘;‘f&fﬂf’mn

CERTWE OF MAGISTRATE. |
The Recruit above-named was oned by me that if he made any false answer to any of the above

guestions he wounld be liable to be punished ag provided in the Army Aect.
The above questions were then read to the Recruit in my presence.
I have taken care that he underatands each question, and that his answer 0 each question has heen

duly entered ag igd to, and the sal ritit has made and signed the declarafion gnd taken the oath
before m A 1 8 T this....... 20 e wday of,.

100 B —-1d.
H.Q 1772112




@t Bt
Description ofzﬁmy Llehie on Enlistment.

Apparent Age...z..4&7....)@&1‘3....‘..‘é.........montbs' Distinctive marks, and marks indicating congenital .’
{To bo dstormined according to the iustracsions given in the Regu- peculiaritiez or previons disease.

lations for A Medical Services.
Ty ) (Should the Medicel Ofloo: b of opinlon that tho recruit has earvod
8 will, unless the man acknowladges to 0oy previons
uerviae. nl:tmh a slinwthat effect, for the informetion of the
Approving Officer),

/ 3 Yo oot WW
nghtfftﬂﬁin& AL G %:vz e ol

Girth when f.ully €x- :
{ panded.. . - 4..Q‘,‘ins. A

Range of expansion,, |, 4“ ....ing.

Complexion ,,, ,@M

Hair.., ..pﬁ/c’/aé

Church of England

Presbyterian ... & . .

Baptist or Congregationaligh.........ccceveeeieseveenn

Other Protestants....... ..o snsiose
{Denomination to be stated.)

Koman Catholie

Religions
denominations.

JeWish o e

CERTIFICATE OF MEDICAL EXAMINATION.

I bave examined the above-named Recruit and find that he does not present any of the causes
of rejection specified in the Regulations for Army Medica! Services.

Hae can see ab the required distance with either eye; his heart.and lungs are healthy; he has the

o R
Medical Officer.

*Iegort here fit" or "unit.”

Norr.—Should the Medieal Offleer consider the Reeruit unflt, he will 61l iu the foregning Cer{!Acate only in the case of these who have
been e.t.t%t/ud and will briefly stute below the cange of unfitness:—

CERTIFICATE OF OFFICER GOMMANDING UNIT.

"""'-'/"’/bt./}ﬁ{{y............_...having been finally approved and
inspected by me this day, and his Name, Age, Date of At tion, and every preseribed particular having
been recorded, I certily that T am satisfied with the correctness of this Attestation.

/” {/f?ﬁﬁ 1/ s %éé (Bignature of Officer)
Q,f{lfﬂ’%‘?/wm é{ < s 1,23’/ M
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w—m. £ 600.000. 0 4. -G A T . &5., Ltd,
Casualty Form
Regiment or Corps //..L/

Formes B. 1031,

am

Aa

of appointment ;
to lance rank

Qualification (b)

Lo Bervice reckons from (a) .

Numerical position on
roll of N.C.Os.

f—

Rank and Name

M¢ MURPHY,
6523

lét Battalion.
Date of enhstment / 20 Sept. 1914,
untario

Married (Yes or No)

Archie
Regimental No.

Umt

Place of birth
Noe Date and place of discharge
If in Permanent Force Reason for discharge

Character on discharge

Promotions or appointments

Name and Address of Next-of-kin

Ae Mellurphy (Pather)
it Brydges,

A,

| | taken from Ix‘\l‘r‘-lr:‘:l:,lrk‘;‘ctrm B. 213,
Rikca L Army Form A, 36, or other
official documents,
Foacled 1sfe i AT
} )l.) - I.. L
CANACIAN Bl

(o) P B

AANE BBENA L
Ella' Mk 2 ot e e

Category....00.

1 p | ]
Seren i Record of promotions, reductions, | i
L i transfers, casualties, etc., during active
From whom service, The authority to be quoted
received in each case |

Place Date

REMARKS
Taken from Official Documents

4 7 |
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'. [\1’_‘[1]&- \[ 'll:-.:,l()[\ Y v 111 !41-
Surname. Iy 1 L stian Nan : RS
Approved by H
/ A | ) 2
on day of / / 191.27 7L AL o
Examined 7/ /
RUSSPA A X Ot (824 Lol ]
A Ranl 1.0
City or Town....L ). &4 K i
Birthplace < ) ; / / it or
{ County /2l rcteli o€ 7 ( 1 Date o YAMINED FOR RE-ENGAGEMENT,
Apparent age..........c G Jze / 2 - M.O
I'rade or occupatipgn L = 1
] (/s o Lalo | e T e M.O.
Height...... 2 Weet s/ = iy i Inches.
4 DIESPIES. R CUREET  T M.O
Weight___ Ay oo il £ Lb,-n!
Minimum J( ,,in(‘hes.li ,,,,,,,,,, -M.O
Chest measurement <
Maximum expansion /-0 inches. M.O
Physical development T - /L, ...... M.O
Small-Pox Marks.. it oot =1 [ONRR IR (LRI G P o o S e M.O.
. Righ Left. e
St : Alrimt b bl Date | Reslt VACOINATIONS.
Vaccination Marks < j | Eanr
(Nnmber ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, . £ |
& N |
When Vaccinated last. ... . . /70171 ............ /’([/‘f | : -M.0
(a) Marks indicating congenital peculiarities or previous|-—-—- g [T s i M.O
lisease /"(‘t"‘?‘—-— MR CHRII S I I L e R e M.O
&C’,Mr, D = K-ﬂ-“*{. 3 Date Result ANTI-TYPHOID INOOULATIONS, ETO,
(b) Slight defects’but not sufficient to cause rejection J&/pf e =
18 VaraL el M.O. ¢
.......... M.O.
..... e M.O.
= —
Enlisted on. L2 7 day of...... "-Ce /Lflﬁlét—a',t / Cﬂzt/thn/
g CoRPS. l REGT'L NUMBER. l Haprrs. Date.
(Fiimys 2 smmarsn o =
Joined on enlistment| / /’/3!1. G ?‘ 523
Transferred to.. ..... {
EXAMINED OR DISCHARGED BY A MEDICAL BOARD.
STATION. ‘ Dare. DISRABE. ’ RESULT.

N. B.—This sheet to be disposed of i
] y posed of in accordun
Bervice, on the man becoming non-effective ; the date

ce with instructions in
and cause being stated

the Regulations for Army \
on next page,

Entries in Rod Ik
Attestation Shess
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Information from the Age Newspaper

July 1 1915
Part of the Honour Roll which listed wounded, dead and missing soldiers from the area.

wrsrs g v e

Sergt.-Majqr A
PHY. Sergt.
conducts a 8lo
Sergl. McMurphy
law of Mooney| Gi
Pittsburg ball player,

{CHIE McMUR-
Murphy's father
at Mt. Brydges.
a brother-in-
n, famouns

Memorial — Vimy Ridge Grave Registration Report

McMURPHY, Serjt. Archie, 6523. 1st Bn.
(Western Ontario Regt.). 15th June, 1915.
Age 38. Son of Archie and Mary McMurphy.

Information from the following sources
Ancestry.com — Birth Registration

Canadian War Museum. Canada and the South African War
http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/boer/boerwarhistory e.shtml

Commonwealth War Graves Commission http://www.cwgc.org

Library and Archives Canada South African War, 1899-1902 - Service Files, Medals and Land
Applications. Archibald McMurphy Regimental number 187

Library and Archives Canada - Census Records 1881, 1891, 1901, 1911


http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/boer/boerwarhistory_e.shtml
http://www.cwgc.org/

