
William E. Foxen 
Service Number: 18411 
 
Rank: Lieutenant 
 
Branch: 1st, 10th, 13th, 21st and 50th Batallion 
 
Years Served: 1915 - 1918 
 
Summary: William E. Foxen signed his attestation papers at Sling Plantation 
in England on the 20th of October 1914. He rose through the ranks to 
Temporary Ltn on 3 Aug 1918. He had previously been wounded and suffered 
from a string of illnesses connected with his duties. On the first of November 
1918 near Valenciennes, he was in charge of a platoon whose task it was to 
clear up a difficult area. 
 
Although wounded early in the operation, he remained in charge, directing his 
men and setting a magnificent example of courage. When the officers 
commanding the platoon became casualties, he took charge, led the men 
forward to their companies, and, returning successfully accomplished his own 
task in spite of intense suffering from his wounds and heavy resistance. For 
this action he was awarded the Military Cross. He died of his wounds 13 Nov 
1918 and is buried at Etaples Military Cemetery. His mother lived in Strathroy. 
Name: William E. Foxen 

​
Birth Date: June 24, 1893 

​
Relatives: Mother - Helen Mary Foxen 

​
Address: Strathroy, ON 

​
Attestation Date: October 20, 1914 

https://icreate4.esolutionsgroup.ca/230815_Strathroy-CaradocMuseum/en/whats-on/world-war-1-last-names-c-k.aspx#


​
Death Date: November 13, 1918 

​
Burial Site: Etaples Military Cemetery 
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