
Name: Cooper, Wilfred James 
Rank: Temporary 2nd Lt 
 
Wilfred James Cooper was a dentistry student at the University of Toronto when he attested 
in the Canadian Army Dental Corps at Toronto Ontario 8 Feb 1917. He had previously 
served with the Canadian Officers Training Corps (cadet) at U of T. He passed his medical 
for training as a pilot and on the 27 Sept 1917 and was attached to the Royal Flying Corps 
Cadet wing at Sutcliffe England. He was promoted a Flying officer 6 Dec 1917 and was 
attached to the 199th Squadron for instruction on night flying on the 28 March 1918. He 
died  on the 5th of November 1918 when he received fatal injuries as “his machine crashed 
and took fire”. He is buried at Roisel near Peronne France. He is also remembered in the 
Soldier’s Tower at the University of Toronto. 

 
SERVICE RECORD 

 
Date Particulars 

13 May 1898 Born Strathroy Ontario 
8 Feb 1917 Attested Toronto Ontario Canadian Army Dental Corps Pte, 570, 

Next of Kin Mrs J. C. Haddock (sister) 221 Williams Apts Regina 
Sask. Student, previous military experience with Canadian Officers 
Training Corps COTC, 5’ 6 ¾ “, 128 ¾ lbs, Dark complexion, dark 
grey eyes, brown hair, Methodist,  mother Mrs Minnie Florence 
Cooper, Strathroy Ontario Canada 

28 Mar 1917 Will made out leaving estate to Mrs J C Haddock and Miss Lillian 
Cooper 

3 May 1917 Embarked Halifax for England 
14 May 1917 Arrived England on SS Justicia 
14 May 1917 TOS Canadian Army Dental Corps CADC, Folkstone 
2 Jun 1917 SOS to CADC Purbright 
4 Jun 1917 Attached for duty etc P?? 
9 Sept 1917 Medical board – fit as a pilot 
26 Sept 1917 Proceeding to RFC Cadet wing 
26 Sept 1917 TOS General Depot Sutcliffe from CADC  
27 Sept 1917 Attached to RFC Cadet Wing for pay, rations and accommodations  

Hastings(?) 
21 Oct 1917 Proceed to School of Military Aeronautics  
5 Dec 1917 SOS Corum? Royal Flying Corps 
5 Dec 1917 SOS General Depot to be Commissioned in Imperial Army Royal 

Flying Corps 
6 Dec 1917 Commissioned in the RFC London Gazette 13 Dec 1917, 13032,  
11 Mar 1918 To 6 TDS  for appointment as a Flying Officer, promotion confirmed 

temporary 2nd Ltn 
28 Mar 1918 To 199th Squadron for instruction in night flying 
5 Nov 1918 Died when “ his machine crashed and took fire from which he 

received fatal injuries”  Buried at Roisel near Peronne France. 
  
  
  



























 
 
 
 
 

 


