
Thomas Baird Welch 
Rank: Lieutenant-Corporal​
Branch: 1st Battalion​
Years Served: 1915 - 1916 

Summary: Thomas Baird was was the first soldier from Canada to set foot in France, 
died at his home 182 Quellete Ave, Windsor, on Sunday morning, 24 March 1918, 
following complications which resulted from an operation he underwent for kidney 
trouble. Lieut. Col Welch had been the central figure in mobilizing and organizing units 
in Windsor since the war began. When the war broke out he offered his services to the 
Government and became transport officer for the first Canadian contingent. As officer in 
charge of this division, he was the first of the Dominion soldiers to set foot on French 
soil. He also served as Major in the 1st Battalion. After a year’s service in France he 
was recalled to organize and command the 99th (Essex) Battalion, the first county 
battalion to be raised in Canada. He went to England with the battalion but there it was 
broken up and the men detailed to fill gaps in other Canadian contingents on the fighting 
front. He is buried in the Strathroy Cemetery 

Name: Thomas Baird Welch​
Birth Date: April 10, 1867​
Relatives: Wife - Agnes Welch. Sons - Howard Brabant Welch, Joseph 
Thomas Welch, John Alexander Welch.​
Mother - Janet Welch.​
Address: Born - Scotland. Latest - 630 Quellette Ave., Windsor, ON.​
Attestation Date: May 22, 1916​
Death Date: March 24, 1918​
Burial Site: Strathroy Cemetery 
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