
Name: Doan, William Cecil 
Rank: Cpl 
Service Number: R-52188 
 
 

William Cecil Doan attested in the RCAF on the 18th of November 1939. He 
was 19 years old. He was a mechanic and had spent 2 years in evening 
classes at Beal Tech in London On. He loved baseball and hockey. After 
training at St Thomas, Trenton, and Uplands he was sent to BGS Jarvis. 
He was promoted Corporal. On the 3rd of Jan 1943 he was part of the crew 
in a test flight of Bollingbroke # 9964 that crashed shortly after take-off . 
He is buried in Mt Pleasant cemetery London Ontario.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

SERVICE RECORD 

Date Particulars 

18 Nov 1939 Attestation paper signed 

18 Nov 1939  Promoted Class A AC 2 

18 Nov 1939 Attests RCAF born 7 Mar 1920 mother Annie Tyski, 2 years evening 
classes Beal Technical school in London Ontario, Civilian occupation 
Mechanic, sports baseball, basketball and hockey, parents separated - 
Posted to Toronto 

11 Dec 1939 SOS Toronto to TTS St Thomas 

29 Feb 1940 Promoted Class A AC 1 

30 Jun 1940 SOS St Thomas to RCAF Stn Trenton 

7 July 1940 Charged failing to appear on parade – 4 days CB (confined to Barracks) 



3 Oct 1940 SOS Trenton to S F Uplands (Ottawa) 

7 Oct 1940 SOS Uplands to BGS Jarvis 

1 Feb 1941 Promoted Cpl 

15 Mar 1941 Charged with leaving base contrary to orders –broken to Lance Cpl 

17 Mar 1941 Demoted to Lance Cpl 

1 Mar 1942 Promoted Acting Cpl with pay 

9 May 1942 To TTS St Thomas 

7 Oct 1942 SOS St Thomas 

3 Jan 1943 Date of Death 

4 Jan 1943 Certificate of Registration of Death – at Haldimand County, Walpole 
Township Ontario resident at No B&G School RCAF Jarvis Ontario, age 22 
years, 9 Months, 27 days, Aero Engine Mechanic RCAF, wife Eleen Effie 
Hebden,  

Died 3 Jan 1943 of a fractured skull , comminuted fracture left lower leg, 
fracture and dislocation of right ankle, lacerations. Caused by an aeroplane 
crash. 

Buried Mt Pleasant Cemetery London ON 

11 Jan 1943 Circumstances of Casualty – Bolingbroke #9964 crashed shortly after take-
off one half mile east of No1 B&G School at 1115 hours on January 3rd 
1943 

14 Jan 1943 Official Royal Canadian Air Force Casualty Notification: 3 Jan 43 As a 
result of a flying accident(one half mile east of aerodrome) (Test Flight) 

12 Feb 1943 Ministerial Card 

25 Feb 1943 Royal Message sent 

 Memorial Cross sent to mother Mrs W. C. Doan Port Dover Ontario (wife) 
and to  Mrs G.E. Doan RR#2, Longwood Ontario (mother) 

 



































 


