Name: Robinson, Frederick “Fritz” Wilfred
Rank: Capt.
Fritz Robinson was the son of the rector of the Church of St. John the Evangelist in Strathroy, Rev.
Samuel Robinson and his wife Blanche Davis. Born in Huron County in 1886 his family lived in
Walkerton before moving to Strathroy in 1905. Fritz jointed the 26th Regiment in Strathroy along with
his father. He worked at the Bank of Commerce in Strathroy and Dunnville before moving onto
Toronto to work as an accountant for Clarkson and Cross.

Fritz during the production of
the Mikado, 1907. Held at
the Lyceum Theatre in
Strathroy

Fritz as an officer of the
Strathroy Garrison, 26th
Regiment, c. 1910-1914.

In September 1914 he was commissioned at Valcartier Camp Quebec. He was promoted to
temporary Captain 24 April 1915. He was killed in action on the 15 June 1915 at Givenchy France
(The Second Action of Givenchy).

Of note the 1st Battalion had just been equipped with the short

Lee-Enfield rifle which replaced the Ross rifle only two days prior to this battle. This was the third
phase during the Second Battle of Artois that lasted from 9 May to 18 June 1915. He lies in Beuvry
Communal Cemetery Beuvry France. Other soldiers from Strathroy-Caradoc to die in this battle
include Archibald McMurphy and Arthur Holderness.

SERVICE RECORD
Date

Particulars

17 Sep 1914

Accountant from Strathroy ON, born 23 May 1886, attested in
Valcartier PQ, no previous military experience, single,
Next of kin Rev S. F. Robinson Strathroy On
5’ 8” fair complexion, blue eyes, light brown hair, Church of
England. Clear medical

23 Sep 1914

1st Btn, Temp Captain, next of kin noted, Note in red ink
‘Promoted Temp Capt 7 Apr 1915 by Gen Alderson (Commander
of the Canadian Corps)

1 Apr 1915

On strength 1st Btn France

24 Apr 1915

To be temporary Captain London Gazette 17 July 1915

15 Jun 1915

Killed in Action in the attack at Givenchy France

15 Jun 1915

Buried in Cemetery Beuvry Church Rev A.M. Gordon

15 Jun 1915

Burial Report – by Rev. A. M. Gordon, buried cemetery near
Beuvry Church in the village of Beuvry France

17 Jun 1920

Medal Card – eligible for 14/15 Star, Ltn 1st Btn, medals and
decorations , plaque and scroll, sent to Rev S. F. Robinson (father)
Memorial Cross sent to mother Mrs. L Blanche Robinson

Card

Capt F. W. Robinson, Theatre of War – France, Father Rev S F
Robinson, The Rectory, Strathroy On – stamped D

Memorials to Frederic “Fritz” Robinson
June 24, 1915 Age

June 24, 1915 Transcription of Age article
Two Strathroy Officers Killed in Action in Flanders
___
Capt. F. W. Robinson and Lieut. E. N. Chesham, Volunteers from the 26th Regt, fall at Festubert on
June 15th.
___
During the terrible fighting in Flanders the past fortnight, two Strathroy boys gave their lives
“for England Home and Duty” and two more names are added to the long “Roll of Honor.”
To-day Strathroy mourns the loss of Capt. Frederic Wilfred Robinson and Lieut. Ernest
Nelson Chesham, of the 26th Middlesex Regiment, which make the first breaks in the quota of
volunteers that left the old town for the front last October. Both officers fell on the bloody field at
Festubert on June 15th.
Capt. Robinson, who received a promotion to the rank just a few days before and who had
always shown a marked degree of valor during the hot engagements in which the Canadians had
played such an important part, was a most popular and highly esteemed young man. He was born
in Exeter twenty nine years ago, second son of Rev. S. F. Robinson, who about ten years ago
became rector of St. John’s Church here. He was educated at Trinity College School at Port Hope.
During his residence here “Fritz” as he was familiarly known to his numerous friends, took
an active interest in athletic sports and was one of the best lacrosse players in this section. In all
his activities on the campus he was always known as a clean and fair player.
For some years he was in the employ of the Bank of Commerce at Strathroy and Dunnville
but later, took up the work of accountant, with Clarkson and Cross Toronto. When the call came
for volunteers in Canada, Captain Robinson immediately offered his services, holding the rank of
Captain of G. Company, 26th Middlesex Regt. Light Infantry, at the time.
He leaves besides his morning parents, two brothers: George S., of Oshawa, and Lieut.
Bernard S., who accompanied the first contingent, and is now service with the 9th Battalion of the
Duck of Cornwall’s Light Infantry which is still in England.
Memorial services were conducted in St. John’s Church last Sunday by Rev. W. H.
Hawkins, of London for the late Capt. Robinson, whose father was unable to officiate on account of
recent illness
__
Another of the officers in the list of killed, as given out at Ottawa on Saturday, was Lieut. Ernest
Nelson Chesham, with Standstead England, as the address, Lieut. Chesham was also an officer of
the 26th Middlesex Regiment and resided in Strathroy for some years before the outbreak of the
war. He was employed as an upholsterer. He left Strathroy a couple of years ago and lived for a
time in Woodstock. Later he returned, and became musketry instructor of the 26th Regiment. His
home was in England and as far as can be learned had no relatives in this country. Friends of
Lieut. Chesham in Strathroy hope that he is still alive, and believe they have reason because of the
receipt of a cablegram on Friday by a friend of Chesham in Kerwood to the effect that he was
wounded and suffering seriously from shock by that he expected to pull through. Whether or not
this message antedated official word to the militia department is not known, and until a confirmation
of the casualty is received his wild circle of friends hope that he is still alive, though wounded.
Lieut. Colonel Robson, of the 26th Regt. on learning the sad news paid both young officers
splendid tributes as to the hard work and worth as enthusiastic military men. “They were both very
fine fellows and their deaths are greatly deplored” said the commanding officer.

*** see note on Chesham below

July 1, 1915 Age
Capt. Fritz Robinson
__
The late Capt. F. W. Robinson, before coming to Strathroy,
resided in Walkerton, and the following reference to his death
is taken from The Bruce Herald and Times of that town:
“Capt. Fritz W. Robinson, a former Walkerton boy, and
son of Rev. S. F. Robinson, of Strathroy, at one time rector of
St. Thomas’ church here, has been killed in action” Official
notification of his death was received from Ottawa by his
parents on Saturday last.
“Fritz, who was 27 years of age, was raised and
educated in Walkerton, and on leaving school, joined staff of
the Bank of Commerce. He was of an athletic turn and for
several years figured on the local lacrosse team, where he
was recognized as one of the most daring and dashing
players. Those who have seen him charge down on the
opponents’ nets will recall that he was unconsciously training
for a greater charge in the more serious game of war, for at
last week’s issue we reproduced a letter from one of his men
who told how Fritz advanced boldly at the head of his troops in
the terrible battle of Langemarck. Although he went through
that battle safely the German’s got him last, but he fell no
doubt “going in on the nets,” as the lacrosse players would
say of a player who was charging the enemy’s goal. If the
British soldiers have been made on the cricket green, as has
been said, so have many of Canada’s heroes sprung from her
lacrosse fields.
“The late Capt. Robinson was, prior to enlisting, a
member for several years of the 32nd Bruce Battalion, of which
his father was formerly chaplain, and in which he became
known as “The Fighting Parson.”
“After leaving Walkerton Fritz joined the 26th Middlesex
Regiment, in which he became Captain. On the outbreak of
war he promptly enlisted and went with the First Contingent to
the front. His younger brother, Bernard, who was attending
Oxford University, England, also enlisted, and is now said to
be serving with the Duke of Connaught’s Light Infantry.
“Having preached duty to his country, Rev. S. F.
Robinson has shown faith by works in giving his own two sons
in defense of the flag. A report that Rev. Mr. Robinson had a
few weeks ago suffered a paralytic stroke in Strathroy was
learned here with regret, as was also the sad news of the
falling in battle of is gallant son.”

Age July 1, 1915
An Expression of Sympathy
The following resolution passed by
the Woodstock City Council on the 23rd day
of June, was forwarded to Rev. S. F.
Robinson:
Moved by Alderman W. S. West,
Seconded by Alderman Wm. J. Bond,
And resolved, that this Council has
learned with regret of the death of Lieutenant
F. W. Robinson while in the service of his
King and County.
We desire to convey to the members
of the family of Lieutenant Robinson our
sympathy in their bereavement, and our
appreciation for the sense of duty, patriotism
and loyalty shown by the late Lieutenant
Robinson.
And that a copy of this resolution be
presented to the family of Lieutenant
Robinson
CLIFFORD KEMP, Mayor
JOHN MORRISON, City Clerk.

July 1, 1915 Age
Lieut. Chesham Not Killed
__
Among the officers of the First
Battalion reported killed in Flanders on
June 15, was Lieut. E. N. Chesham, of
Strathroy.
On Thursday morning his name
appeared in the list of wounded, and in
hospital at Rotten.
Nothing definite is known of the
nature of his injuries. It is hoped that
they are not serious, and that his
recovery will be speedy.
Further particulars are anxiously
awaited.

July 8, 1915 Age

-Two Strathroy boys wounded Apr. 24th at
Ypres, and now convalescing in Manor
House Red Cross Hospital at Stokesley,
Yorkshire, England, wrote on June 22nd to
the “Age” as follows; “We would like you to
publish the following letter – ON picking up
the “Daily Mail” this morning, we find that the
good old town has had the misfortune to
loose two of our best men – Lieut. Robinson
(killed) and also Lieut. Chesham (wounded).
We can say that up at Ypres on that
memorial day, April 23rd, non were more
plucky than Lieut. Robinson, who leading his
platoon, was always at it, and are sure he
died gloriously. He was a sincere friend of all
the Strathroy boys, who were in the first
contingent, and we owe a lot to him for
keeping up our spirits, while at Salisbury and
in Flanders.

Memorials at St. John the Evangelist Church Strathroy

Grave marker at Beuvry France

July 30, 1930 Age Dispatch

Capt. Robinson’s mother assisted in the
dedication of the cenotaph in Strathroy.

Fritz is also remembered on the cenotaph in
Walkerton and is listed on the Bruce
Remembers website
http://www.bruceremembers.org/Soldiers/805

Information from the following sources
CANADIAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 1914-1919 By COLONEL G. W. L. NICHOLSON, C.D.
Library and Archives Canada. Service Files of the First World War, 1914-1918 – CEF Frederic
Robinson
Museum Strathroy-Caradoc Strathroy Garrison, 26th Regiment Photograph 1984.11.6 / Cast of the
Mikado 2014.18.175

