
 
Name: Foxen, William E. 
Rank: Lt 
Service Number: 18411 
 
 
William E. Foxen signed his attestation papers at Sling Plantation in England on the 20th of October 
1914. He rose through the ranks to Temporary Ltn on 3 Aug 1918. He had previously been wounded 
and suffered from a string of illnesses connected with his duties. On the first of November 1918 near 
Valenciennes, he was in charge of a platoon whose task it was to clear up a difficult area. Although 
wounded early in the operation, he remained in charge, directing his men and setting a magnificent 
example of courage. When the officers commanding the platoon became casualties, he took charge, 
led the men forward to their companies, and, returning successfully accomplished his own task in 
spite of intense suffering from his wounds and heavy resistance. For this action he was awarded the 
Military Cross. He died of his wounds 13 Nov 1918 and is buried at Etaples Military Cemetery. His 
mother lived in Strathroy.  

 
 
 
 

SERVICE RECORD 
Lieutenant William E Foxen 

18411 
 

Date Particulars 
 Card ς Lieut. Foxen, William E,  

Theatre of War France,  
Date of Service ς 22 Sept 1914, 2 May 1915, 13 Nov 1918,  
Latest address  (M) Mrs. Helen Mary Foxen, Box 105, Strathroy ON Stamped 
ά5έ 

20 Oct 1914  Stenographer attested in 9th Btn  at Sling Plantation (?), date of birth 24 Jun 
1893, no previous military experience,  
aŜŘƛŎŀƭ рΩмлέ ŦŀƛǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄƛƻƴΣ .ƭǳŜ ŜȅŜǎΣ ƭƛƎƘǘ ōǊƻǿƴ ƘŀƛǊΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΣ 
scar on right leg below knee.  

6 Jan 1915 Medical  
рΩ мл ѹ ά мрл ƭōǎΣ ǎŎŀǊ ƻƴ ƭŜŦǘ abdomen, scar on rt leg below knee,  

2 May 1915 Proceeds to France on Draft to 13th Btn  
5 May 1915 Promoted Corporal  
20 May 1915 #3 Field Ambulance ς Shock 
10 Jun 1915 Suffering from shock 
25 Aug 1915 No 2 Canadian Field Ambulance ς Myopia  
31 Aug 1915 No 4 Stationary hospital ςDef of Vision 
5 Sept 1915 Base Depot 
16 Sept 1915 To Base pay Office Rouen ς attached as a clerk on probation 
16 Dec 1915 Appointed acting Sergeant France 
25 Jan 1916 No 8 General Hospital Rouen ς NYD (Not yet determined) 



25 Jan 1916 Admitted no 8 General Hospital  
2 Feb 1916 Transferred to No 12 General Hospital Rouen ςneurasthenia 
2 Feb 1916 Transferred to 12 General hospital ς neurasthenia  
5 Feb 1916 Discharged to duty NAD 
5 Feb 1916 Discharged to duty 
26 Feb 1916 Transferred to 1st Btn Base Co Didworth  
1 Mar 1916 Confirmed Sergeant 
24 Jan 1917 Attached to GHQ (General Head Quarters) Cadet School Blendecques  
9 Apr 1917 To be temporary Lieutenant and posted to 10th Btn in the field London Gazette 

30152 27 June 1917 
9 Apr 1917 Granted commission as Temp Lieut in the field 10th Btn 
30 Apr 1917 Admitted No 14 General Hospital Boulogne Gun shot wound to neck , slight 
1 May 1917 Wounded and detached to Alata RD  
2 May 1917 Admitted No 4 London General Hospital  GSW to neck, slight and shock. 
9 May 1917 Admitted No 4 London General hospital 
16 May 1917 Medical board ς wound on left side of back of neck is healed, chief complaint 

now is headache, numb sensation left side of head and nervousness with 
insomnia due to concussion of being buried.  
¢Ƙƛǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ƛǎ ǇŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ƴŜǊǾƻǳǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ŎƻƴǾŀƭŜǎŎŜƴŎŜΦ IŜ 
complains of insomnia. Myopia attributes to blow he received in France.  

17 May 1917 Discharged  
21 May 1917 Transferred to Alberta Reg Depot 
18 Jun 1917 SOS to Canadian Forestry Corps 
19 Jun 1917 To be L Lieut CFC form a Canadian Infantry Battalion 
1 Sept 1917 Medical board ς lack of concentration, severe headaches, inability to work with 

any energy, considered worn out and requires a complete change and rest.  
2 Nov 1917 Medical board ς is troubled with insomnia, hands are very damp, no tremor of 

hands, knee jerks no increased. Gets headaches when excited. Soft but 
physically fit. Detailed medical notes on file. 

30 Nov 1917 SOS in posting to Dist 54 (Coy 105) as Adjt. 
22 Mar 1918 Admitted No 10 Canadian General Hospital Brighton ς Neurasthenia  
18 Apr 1918 Admitted Canadian Convalescent Officers Hospital Mattock Bath  
21 Apr 1918 TOS from Dist 54 CFC  
22 Apr 1918 Medical Board ς Neurasthenia due to General Service conditions, no physical 

disability at present other than congenital myopia. Fit for General service. 
29 Apr 1918 Discharged  
13 July 1918 SOS on posting to Dist 53 CFC 
3 Aug 1918 To be Temp Lieutenant Alat Regt from CFC  
13 Aug 1918 Attached 21st Btn from CFC 
26 Sept 1918 Proceeded overseas for service with 50th Btn 
27 Sept 1918 TOS 50th Btn 
28 Sept 1918 TOS CCRC 
2 Oct 1918 Rejoined the 50th Btn  
1 Nov 1918 Gunshot wound to left foot  
2 Nov 1918 Reported wounded (gas)  
6 Nov 1918 Admitted 24 General hospital GSW left foot 
6 Nov 1918 Gun Shot wound to neck slight 2 May 1917 
7 Nov 1918 Report WDD gas Nov 2nd 1918 
8 Nov 1918 Admitted  (?) General Hospital  Etaples Dangerously ill Gun shot wound left 

foot 
9 Nov 1918 Gun Shot wound left foot 
10 Nov 1918 Dangerously ill 24 General Hosp Etaples 
13 Nov 1918 Died of wounds received in Action (mention of influenza) 



2 Apr 1919 Awarded the Military Cross London Gazette 31266 and 31680 
5 Jul 1920 Medal Card ς eligible for 1914-15 Star, 50th Btn  

Military Cross noted 
Medals and decorations to Mrs Helen Mary Foxen (mother, Box 105 , 
Strathroy, ON 
Plaque and scroll to mother as above 
Memorial Cross to mother as above.  

  
  





 












